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We will accomplish our mission, goal and objec-

tives through the following six components:  

1. Academic Preparation and Tutoring 
2. Support Services 
3. Parental involvement 
4. Application assistance 
5. Exposure to practicing health professionals 
6. Community service and service learning 
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M E D P E P  
( M E D I C O S  P A R A  E L  

P U E B L O )  

Phone: 559-791-2491 

E-mail: dicastro@portervillecollege.edu 

 

If you need further information, call 

Dinorah Castro at:: 

P O R T E R V I L L E  C O L L E G E  

2008-2009 
Events/Activities Undertaken 

◘ PC On-Site Health Screening Clinic  

◘ PC Health Conference 

◘ Field Trips to Health Conferences 

◘ Spring 09: Health Careers Course: 
   Intro to Health of the Underserved 
   Taught by UCLA Faculty member 

◘ Summer Health Institute—4 week  
    Program for high school juniors and 
        Seniors (July 6-31, 2009)  

 For More Information Contact: 

 Dinorah Castro   

 MedPEP Coordinator  

 100 E. College Ave.  

 Porterville, CA 93257 

UCLA Field Trip 
Porterville College MedPEP: 2009 Summer Pre-

Med Health Institute Students 
July 31, 2009 

Proposed Events/Activities  
2009-2010 

◘ Oct 16 & 23, 2009 PC Health Confer. 

◘ Field trips to UC Berkeley & UC Irvine 

◘ Fall 09: Health Careers P110 Class:   
Introduction to Health of the Under-
served, taught by UCLA Faculty member. 

◘ Mar 13, 2010 PC Health Screening Clinic 

◘ July 6 - July 31, 2010 Summer Pre-Med 
Health Institute:4 week program for high 
school junior and seniors: Apply 5-1-10 



The MedPEP Program was established at Porterville 

College in the Fall of 2007 and was made possible 

through a two year grant by the California Endow-

ment in collaboration with UCLA MedPEP and its 

Center for the Study of Latino Health and Culture.  

◘  P R O G R A M  G O A L :  

To increase the number of community college 

students pursuing professional health careers 

and applying to four-year universities. 

◘  O U R  M I S S I O N :  

To improve health care in our rural areas by  

providing incentives for healthcare professionals 

to return to their communities to help serve the 

underserved. 

Our  specific objectives aim to: 

1. Increase the interest of students in the health pro-

fessions—particularly those who do well in math and 

science classes starting at middle school through 

the community college. 

2. Identify key educators such as math and science 

teachers as well as counselors/advisors that can 

identify students who have the potential to do well in 

the core math and science courses and who will 

welcome interactions with MedPEP staff members  

on a regular basis for the purpose to recruit students 

MedPEP (Medicos Para El Pueblo) 

3. Strengthen the self-esteem, confidence, and the   

academic know-how of students through summer and 

winter institutes as well as workshops focusing on 

reading comprehension, analytical reasoning and 

mathematical computation  

4. Solidify student commitment to pursue a health pro-

fession via health fairs, conferences, college visita-

tions, and one-to-one guidance. 

5. Assist students in compiling a portfolio of accomplish-

ments while strengthening their ability to articulate 

their personal and professional goals by getting ad-

mitted to residential summer programs and approved 

internships. 

6. Increase the number of local students applying to 

four-year universities and most importantly, the num-

ber of those getting admitted to health career pro-

grams.  

7. Establish a Transfer Admission Guarantee for our     

transferring PC MedPEP students to UCLA as college  

juniors. 

8. Strengthen parent involvement and awareness of the 

local health needs and health professions in general  

via parenting courses, university field trips, and health 

conferences.  

9. Provide MedPEP students a community service experi-

ence that will instill a community service perspective 

to attract health professionals to work in rural com-

munities.  

10. Work closely with the UCLA MedPEP program and 

Center for the Study of Latino Health and Culture  

to develop networking, program strategies, the co-

ordination of resources and  dissemination of  re-

search findings.  

11. Develop a web page that highlights the program’s 

mission, goal, and objectives; the web page will 

also include a chat component so that students can 

interact with Chicano/Latino MedPEP students, 

interns, educators, and other professionals. 

12. Develop and maintain a viable library media data-

base of Chicano/Latino college students at the 

universities as well as profiles of interns and health 

care professionals from the Central Valley rural 

areas (Tulare, Kings and Kern Counties), UCLA, and 

other agencies and institutions that employ com-

munity-minded health care professionals  

UCLA field trip 

2009 


